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The Impact of Floods on Makkah al-Mukarramah in
the Mamluk Era (1250-1517)

Dr. Faisal Abdullah Bani Hamad

The study sheds light on the sweeping floods witnessed by Makkah al-
Mukarramah due to its geographical location. This phenomenon occurred 17 times
in the Mamluk era, resulting in huge losses and heavy casualties in souls, proper-
ties and facilities. However, these floods also had some positive effects, as they
pointed to a good agricultural season and a plentiful supply of water. The study fo-
cuses on the sultans’ efforts to overcome such floods and limit their impacts. It
also highlights the engineering precautions taken by the Saudi government to pre-

vent such threats, especially in the recent architectural expansion.
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