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Abdullah Paaha al-Sadun's Views on the Crisis of Administration in al-Ahsa before
It Came under the Rule of King Abdulaziz: A Study of an Historical Document

Dr. Dayal ibn Ali Al-khaldi

The A study of a local document written in Ottoman Turkish and signed and sealed by
Abdallah al-Sadun, shaykh of the Sayasib and ruler of the town of al-Mubarraz during the
period of the Ottoman occupation of al-Ahsa. It is preserved in the Ottoman Archives. Its
contents were sent by Shaykh Abdallah al-Sadun to the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid II on
3/5/1325 Hijri and consist of a complaint about the poor standard of the Ottoman administra-
tion of the Mutasarrifate of al-Ahsa. Al-Sadun presented suggestions and a comprehensive
vision for the reform of the administration whose defects clearly appeared in the treatment
of the majority of the mutasarrifs who were appointed in al-Ahsa. Their culture was different
from that of the local people and they did not speak their language. On the other hand, they
gave their attention to planting intrigues and conspiracies to protect themselves. Their mal-
administration resulted in many disturbances and crises resulting in strife between the tribal
leaders and the military commanders and came to be one of the reasons for the resistance of
the tribes and their refusal to accept the system of a centralized state, the absence of security
and order, and the spread of chaos and disobedience among the people of the region.
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