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The Ministry of Abd al-Rahman b. Atiq in Makkah al-Mukarramah
(AH 1003-1010/ 1594-1601)

Prof. Imad ibn Mohammad Alatiqi

This article deals with the historical narratives surrounding the activ-
ities of Abd al-Rahman b. Atiq, who became minister of the Hijaz in AH
1003/1594 during the time of Sharif Hasan b. Abi Numayy. During his min-
istry, Ibn Atiq paid attention to security and the dispensation of justice, while
avoiding favoritism. Because of this, persons with vested interests strove to
blacken his reputation by inventing stories that were not authenticated by the
books of history. This affords clear evidence that historical narratives should
not be taken from the mouths of narrators without subjecting them to scru-
tiny and verification. Nevertheless, the people of Makkah al-Mukarramah
were faithful to Ibn Atiq’s memory and named one of the gates of the Grand
Mosque after him, next to a school he had established.
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(30) Wagner, Ewald “Genalogien aus Harar”. J. of The History
and Culture of the Middle East, 1974, 51 (1): 97-117.

(31) Wagner, Ewald “Legende Und Geschichte- Der Fath Mad-
inat Harar Von Yahya NasrAllah”. Kommissionsverlag
Franz Steiner Gmbh, Weisbaden 1978. pp. 19-30.
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