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The Cultural Aspects of the Arabs of the Arabian Peninsula from the
Point of View of the Other as Seen in the Book: Notes on the Bedouins
and Wahabys by John Burckhardt, Volume 2: A Study of John Burck-
hardt’s Travels in 1816 Using the Tools of Cultural Criticism

Dr. Wael ibn Yuseef Aloraini

The study seeks to analyze John Burckhardt’s travels using discourse tools
representing an anthropological point of view, for language is a cultural wealth
based on words. The study showed the cultural aspects of the journey through what
Burckhardt wrote about his journey to Arabia. In addition, the study demonstrates
that religion was a major component of the traveler’s self, as can be witnessed by
his accounts of the religious beliefs of the tribes and their comparison with those of
the pious forebears. Furthermore, the study elucidated the social system involved
in the maintenance of security and the punishment of violators, as well as respect
for individual liberty, all of which contributes to providing a clear picture of travel
literature which portrays the society of the Arabian Peninsula.
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