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Dowry Payment in Islam According to Arabic Papyri and Documents
Dr. Ahmed Kamal Mamdouh

The present study addressed the application of dowry conditions by the
Muslim communities. It examined the truth behind the statement made by an
orientalist who claimed that Muslim husbands did not use to pay the deferred
dowry to their wives before the Mamluk era. He also claimed that their wives
never obtained dowry except for in cases of their husbands’ death or divorce.
Therefore, this study relied on some remaining Arabic papyri and documents
which had been published earlier. The study has an annex that is published
for the first time, which is a declaration by a wife regarding her reception of
her advance dowry. The document dates back to 945 CE, and it is preserved
in the Egyptian Museum in Berlin.
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(al-Fayyum); P.Cair.Arab. [ 40 .9-10, dated 271/885, prov-
ince al-USmunayn; P.HanafiContracts 2 .5, dated 413/1022,
province unknown (Egypt); P.CairArab. I 44 4-5, dated
419/1028, province al-USminayn; P.LevidellaVidaMarriage
4, dated 421-426/1030-1035, province unknown (Egypt);
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1101, province Damascuse; P.CairArab. I 45 .7, dated
461/1069, province al-USmiinayn; P.MariageSeparation 17
.6, dated 510/1116, province Damascus; P.GrohmannBerlin
13 .9, dated 598/1202, province al-USminayn.
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(22) PMariageSeparation 30 4, dated 525-566/1131-1170, :% j
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1.9, dated 604/1207, province al-Bahnasa; P.Granada 4 .7- )
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(23) PAbdarrazigMariagedesEsclaves. 5-6, dated 744/1343, dllﬁll

province unknown (Egypt).
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(27) P.CairArab. 1 49 4, dated 297/910, province unknown
(Egypt); P.CairArab. I 50 .5-6, dated, 3"/9" century, prov-
ince unknown (Egypt); Chrest.Khoury Il 2 .2-3, dated
337/948, province unknown (Egypt).

(28) P.Philad.Arab. 38, dated 262/875, province unknown
(Egypt).

(29) P.Cair.Arab. 1 45 .9-10, dated 461/1069, province al-
USminayn.
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(30) PCairArab.l44 .5, dated 419/1028, province al-USminayn.

(31) PMariageSeparation 42 .6, dated 626/1229, province Da-
mascus.

(32) P.CairArab. I 42, dated 3/9" century, province unknown
(Egypt).

(33) P.GrohmannBerlin 9 4-5, dated 287/900, province al-
USmiinayn.

(34) PCairArab. I 38 .8, dated 259/873, province unknown
(Egypt); P.CairArab. I 40 .7-8, dated 271/885, province al-
USmiinayn; P.Cair.Arab. 141 .6, dated 279/892, province al-
USmiinayn; Chrest.Khoury Il . 4, dated 444/1052, province
Uqlul; PTransmission 7 recto 4, dated 452/1060, province
Uqlul.

(35) Youssef Rapoport, Marriage, Money and Divorce in Medie-
val Islamic Society, Cambridge University Press, New York,
2005, p. 53.

(36) PAbdarrazigMariagedesEsclaves .6, dated 744/1343, prov-
ince unknown (Egypt).

(37) P.GrohmannBerlin 13 .12, dated 598/1202, province al-
USminayn.
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(38) P.DietrichEheurkunde I. 9-11, dated 604/1207, province al-
Bahnasa; CPR XXVI 2 11 .5, dated 639/1241, province un-
known (Egypt); P.CairArab. Il 141 .12-13, dated 643/1245,
province unknown (Egypt).

(39) P.CairArab. I 139 .10-11, dated 640/1242, province un-
known (Egypt); P.CairArab.1140 .9-10 left, dated 641/1243,
province unknown (Egypt).

(40) P.CairArab. Il 141 .13, dated 641/1245, province unknown
(Egypt).

(41) PDietrichEheurkunde 1 10-11, dated 604/1207, province al-
Bahnasa.

(42) CPR XXVI 2 Il 4, dated 639/1241, province unknown (Egypt).

(43) P.GrohmannBerlin 13 .11-12, dated 598/1202, province al-
UsSmunayn; P.CairArab.1139 .10-11,dated 640/1242, province
unknown (Egypt); P.CairArab. I 140 .9-10, dated 641/1243,
province unknown (Egypt); PAbdarrazigMariagedesEsclaves
J-6, dated 744/1343, province unknown (Egypt).
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(44) Rapoport, Marriage, pp. 57-58.

(45) PMariageSeparation 3 .6—7, dated 446/1054, province Da-
mascus; P.MariageSeparation 10 .24, dated 367-494/978—
1100, province Damascus; P.MariageSeparation 5 .8-9,
dated 391-549/1001-1154, province Damascus; P.Mariag-
eSeparation 17 .6-7, dated 510/1116, province Damascus;
PMariageSeparation 30 .5, dated 525-566/1131-1170,
province Damascus.

(46) Rapoport, Matrimonial gifts, pp. 29-30.
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Rapoport, Matrimonial gifts, pp. 29-30.
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(48) Rapoport, Matrimonial gifts, p. 13.
(49) Rapoport, Matrimonial gifts, p. 16.
et (pAt [ AVAA L&) il sl (G dezma Al ddl (00
SOV ) A4 (3, alall (Ausad) 28l 3 Se (St l
(81) P.CairArab. I 38 .12-14, dated 259/873, province unknown
(Egypt).
(52) PCairArab. 141 .7-10, dated 279/892, province al-USmiinayn.
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(83) Rapoport, Matrimonial Gifts, p. 14.
Blao 9o A g3l ola Glas (o Al juo 33l ual B 3)9 (0F)
Jeo¥1 0¥ Lo g3 91 5ggell iled Cagamg rian ¥ lds o <I. Jool|
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Bl e JBL Lgrads ALBLal 2L e ) 3] Adis o Conlle
lacall sl 5T aslyiels glopll fads Ulall olia L3y o Jall
2S5y b (9o Ledis dadan Lablon,y 0¥ (Jael) Blas |
Fageaill e 4] Ll L5 e dingy 45l (36 3 Jiall Gloio
alSn Ty el 3locs oo el . aiall cias ygadl b CEOLIR YN,
ol £V VA2Y VA/E (i ¥ Cenlinadl A 4BAT1 (g pspanll s p1adl
gbsjl'aj:g_cwqmépm\‘gj‘@\b‘wfY\ua‘).g.a.H(-slS;-i
bty ddomo (g pzmgll B 03801 (o 13 580 330y any
AVGo @VA8E 00 =84 Glaaall ()Yl il
P.LevidellaVidaMarriage .12-13, dated 421-425/1030-1035,
province unknown (Egypt).
il abogy Gigoyngeg Blaall ande Jali e¥ls e uniell (00)
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P.KaraiteGenizah 7 .1-2, dated 424/1033, province al-Fustat;
P.WataigAlHaram 9 .9-10, dated 745/1345, province Jerusa-
lem; P.LittleJews [ 4, dated 793/1391, province Jerusalem.
(58) Rapoport, Matrimonial gifts, p. 24.
(59) Rapoport, Marriage, pp. 53, 55.
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P.Haram Il 40 .6, dated 781-1379, province Jerusalem;
PHaram [ 41 .17-20, dated 795/1394, province Jerusalem
30 7930l Ol Len g e Gt 3laio Ll i g3l e 13 (1))
SUVEARION b FWON (R U | R E V- S P X [
Gl o Lgilay b dhion gy Bllay @I o3l als Lag i gjll 45,5
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LadgoaSH Le 9. £V () 488 3, alall yeia deni Laidas
60S5ag iy LSl e 4aall (e G5By flidtul Coiea
O dad e dul e Juas 0B b Lo usd l,3) cllas
O zley adbe (3geme By e p 83 Bl gL 45 g Blas
AV dae (Gigaidy dunyd Slalyd) 53S0 dloa « alolall 4 inall
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P.MariageSeparation 26 .7-8, dated 491-553/1098-1158,
province Damascus; P.MerfatAqgd 2 .3-4 verso, dated 516/
1122, province Qasr Ibrim.
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L Al Lgilamicun (yo Lyt g Lgdlaws s 5 5a cpe
Chrest.Khoury I 18 .8-12, dated 461/1069, province al-
USminayn; P.MariageSeparation 13 .5-7, dated 490/1097,
province Damascus; P.MariageSeparation 31 b .5-6, dated
496-630/1103-1233, province Damascus; P.MariageSepara-

tion 51. 5, dated 698/1299, province Damascus. § 3
Fiosi 91 Lgdlas 53 5a JelS g 0T Ui iz g) 9301 Gl 1) Le 13
I5lins (85 o Lanie 719301 ol Jad LaS Lelias Bgcl Lgas Q 1
o 13 BoLad e sl i Blouall 15 5o JalS 103 da3ld A g3 1

il Bl g dads adat i 33
Chrest.Khoury I 19 . 3-4, dated 2"Y/8" century, province =
Madinat al-Fayyim; Thnas; P.7ransmission 7 verso. 4, dated % 1
457/1065, province Uglal. 53
(63) P.MariageSeparation 1 .7-8, dated 337/948, province Da- a |d’ |

mascus. I

(64) P.CairArab. 148 4-7 recto, dated 233/847, province Idfu.
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(65) P.MariageSeparation 24 .5-8, dated 526/1131-1132, prov-
ince Damascus.

(66) P.MariageSeparation 32 4-8, dated 560/1164, province Da-
mascus.

(67) PMariageSeparation 35 b .5-8, dated 582/1186, province
Damascus.

(68) P.CairArab.142 4,dated 3"/9™, province unknown (Egypt);
Chrest.Khoury I 36 .2, dated 4%/10™, province al-USmiinayn;
PMariageSeparation 14 .9, dated 5%/10", province Damas-
cus; P.GrohmannBerlin 12 .5-7, dated 439-502/1048-1108,
province al-USmunayn.

(69) PLevidellaVidaMarriage .5-6, dated 421-425/1030-1035,
province unknown (Egypt); P.GenizahCambr. 32 .2, dated
418-427/1028-1036, province al-Fustat; P.7ransmission 8
S, dated 461/1069, province Uqlul; P.GrohmannBerlin 11
.5, dated 427/487, province (unknown (al-Fayyim); P.Mar-
iageSeparation 31 a .7, dated 6"/11", province Damascus.
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(70) P.MariageSeparation 3 .6, dated 446/1054, province Da-
mascus.

(71) P.MariageSeparation 14 .9-10, dated 5"/10™, province Da-
mascus.

(72) PCairArab. I 38 .8, dated 259/873, province unknown
(Egypt); P.CairArab. I 40 .7-8, dated 271/885, province al-
USmunayn; P.CairArab. I 41 .6, dated 279/892, province
al-USmiunayn; P.GrohmannBerlin 9 4-5, dated 287/900,
province al-USmunayn; P.Cair.Arab. I 42, dated 3/9™ cen-
tury, province unknown (Egypt); P.CairArab.l 44 .5, dat-
ed 419/1028, province al-USmiinayn; Chrest.Khoury II 1.
4, dated 444/1052, province Uqlil; P.Zransmission 7 recto
4, dated 452/1060, province Uqlul; P.CairArab. 145 .9-10,
dated 461/1069, province al-USmiinayn; P.MariageSepara-
tion 42 .6, dated 626/1229, province Damascus.

(73) P.GrohmannBerlin 13 .12, dated 598/1202, province al-
USmiinayn; P.DietrichEheurkunde 1 .10-11, dated 604/1207,
province al-Bahnasa; CPR XXVI 2 Il 4, dated 639/1241,
province unknown (Egypt); P.CairArab. I 139 .10-11, dat-
ed 640/1242, province unknown (Egypt); P.Cair.Arab. 1 140
.9-10 left, dated 641/1243, province unknown (Egypt); =
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= PCairArab. Il 141 .13, dated 641/1245, province un-
known (Egypt); P.Abdarraziq Mariagedes Esclaves .5-6,
dated 744/1343, province unknown (Egypt).

(74) PMariageSeparation 1 .7-8, dated 337/948, province Da-
mascus; PMariageSeparation 24 .5-8, dated 526/1131-
1132, province Damascus; P.MariageSeparation 32 4-8,
dated 560/1164, province Damascus; P.MariageSeparation
35 b .5-8, dated 582/1186, province Damascus.

(75) P.MariageSeparation 10 .21-22, dated 367-494/978-1100,
province Damascus.

(76) CPR XXVI [ 4-5, dated 222-292/837-904, province un-
known (Egypt); P.AbbottMarriageContracts 2 4-7, dated
378/989, province Aswan; P.GenizahCambr. 34 .7, dated
5%/11™, province al-Fustat.
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PAbbottMarriageContracts 1 .7-10, dated 336/948, province

Aswan.
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P.MariageSeparation 23 .8-11, dated 494-544/1101-1150,
province Damascus; P.DietrichEheurkunde 2 a2-a3, dated
617/1220, province al- Bahnasa; P.DietrichEheurkunde 3 .3-
5, dated 619/1222, province al-Bahnasa.
Ledlas y55a @a s ali Lgd (T o g) sle sl 33BN gua| el (VA)
Lol 3otcs 3 5T ey Yaay] aolall 7531 7501 S0 clgarg A
L@ls 550 o)y Lerwd
PHaram Il 1 .8-12, dated 795/1393, province Jerusalem
Sle 3l uolill pliss¥ly ¥l B 42all @S> e aujall (A+)
(el il Blacall e il gty Z195¥1 o Lai 03 !
A=V 00 /8 ¥ calied! e agal
(81) P.MariageSeparation 11 b .2-4, dated 486/1094, province
Damascus; P.MariageSeparation 11 ¢ .2-4, dated 486/1094,
province Damascus; P.MariageSeparation 24 .2-12, dated =

193

4
4

NA)

Jyatiaie Gl yls (e puial deSons ddiald Alna
Ogmtiant | Adewadt @Y YE palia (Jo¥ ! aoall

E



vvvvvvvv

14¢ z9-4ea JLeS dai.a

sy Al Blasall adde pas c¥la clasl a3
50 Lol leaadll s a bl yolie e C7LL)
51 A1 35LEW 5 3T pmal) 4in® s leadl laias zapdls
c9g-ll Balg g adull za)lhg Lgdlus anda ga aliodl Uiy
o2 Y 3)3 @ Gl Y poliall (i ) Al s
g3l 5501 3 yan wSTS e cLa i (95 Goseanill
CT L Lol Ammin 30 y00 Langaye g Lagidl 1By)
s B2 5 Alell A g1 limiana 7930 sloies ST o
e Ay ey Jo S e Lo @ 3elm (Melainlg
52 OIS sl 13 o 1 3,LEY1 T (LS ogm sl s
Y (LganT Laals 8 panmy clI3) g A 9331 g 5gan

=526/1131-1132, province Damascus, P.MariageSeparation
32 .2-7, dated 560/1164, province Damascus; P.MariageSepa-
ration 35 b .5-8, dated 582/1186, province Damascus; P.Mar-
iageSeparation 49 .5-9, dated 669/1271, province Damascus;
P.Haram Il 39 4-6 recto, dated 787/1385, province Jerusalem;
P.Quds 8 b .25-27, dated 796/1393, province Jerusalem.

Ll AdEwl (goe b g3l aals ¥ Lean¥l s LS 3,4

L (g RPN )

(82) P.CairArab. I 49, dated 297/910, province unknown
(Egypt); P.CairArab. I 50, dated, 3"/9" century, province
unknown (Egypt); Chrest.Khoury Il 2, dated 337/948, prov-
ince unknown (Egypt).

(83) P.CairArab. I 50 4-5, dated, 3/9" century, province un-
known (Egypt).

(84) P.CairArab.149 .5, dated 297/910, province unknown (Egypt).

(85) Chrest.Khoury I 2 4, dated 337/948, province unknown (Egypt).

(86) Chrest.Khoury 112 4, dated 337/948, province unknown (Egypt).
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(88) Kamal, Ahmed, Written Obligation from al-USmiinayn
from Year 339 AH/ 950 CE, The Bulletin of the American
Society of Papyrologists 58, 2021, pp. 215-221.
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Eva Mira Grob, “A Catalogue of Dating Criteria for Undated
Arabic Papyri with Cursive Features”, in Documents et His-
toire: Islam, VIle-XVle siecle, ed. Anne Regourd, Geneve,
Droz, 2013, p. 131.

(Ueaially) Lol el a3 o oS (3))

198



VA patt ElaM9 iy 84 B ADLUY B ) lual a2

] -8 Pk {

-

YLyl B Al (( peceadl 35gil| 1gd) B SIS Y

By OVl Gl s 3l 33ty el ), 8%
oy iy S (330l1) S (e glsdl By
OF (193 (Osacall) AalS Blgd B (ol coiSy (JI|
sy el oy i IS e 1 Leisles 0,0
el JaSiial 1By (2) AalS L Aan |1 L1 (SIS
e el alacdl L3l L5y Lin padll e sohaell

gLl 3Bl agn

damma @S (o 3 Yl alall (4480 /_a¥Y ) auyls Golg ¢

—AY 0 /a¥Y LY YY) s Y Algud] Guude il o
(o) AalS o Fan 1 Ll IS acimial aBy (241
O35 oy B (e ((oe) Bl oy sl 5l 3
Ll Ly Loty U (Aiew) Al s A lisie da i
ol by iy IS (0l ) LS Tl o Lo 0055

3 el Bl s e calizey O3l Blais oIS -1

: 31 Jledl e Sle I3 (AY)
P.CairArab. I 50 .2, dated, 3/9" century, province unknown
(Egypt); CPR XXVI 25 .2, dated 205/821, province unknown
(Egypt); CPR XXVI 14 .2, dated 222-292/837-904, province
unknown (Egypt); PMarchands I 10 .2, dated 258/872, prov-
ince unknown (al-Fayyiim); P.AbbottMarriageContracts 2,
dated 378/989, province Aswan.

3Bl JLedl S Sle 831 (AY)
P.CairArab. 1 49 .3, dated 297/910, province unknown
(Egypt); P.Cair.Arab. I 50 .3, dated, 37/9" century.
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(95) Chrest.Khoury Il 1 .3, dated 444/1052, province Uqlil;
P.DietrichEheurkunde 1. 9, dated 604/1207, province al-
Bahnasa.

(96) PAbbortMarriageContracts 1. 4, dated 336/948, province
Aswan.

(97) PTransmission § .5, dated 461/1069, province Uqlul.

(98) P.GrohmannBerlin 11 .5, dated 427-487/1036-1094, prov-
ince unknown (al-Fayytm); P.GrohmannBerlin 12 .6, dated
439-502/1048-1108, province al-USmiinayn.

(99) Chrest.Khoury Il 2 .3, dated 337/948, province unknown
(Egypt); P.CairArab. I 44 4, dated 419/1028, province al-
USminayn.

(100) P.Cair.Arab.140 .6, dated 271/855, province al-USmiinayn;
PCairArab. 1 49 4, dated 297/910, province unknown
(Egypt); PMariageSeparation 31 a .5-6, dated 6"/11™, prov-
ince Damascus.

(101) PMariageSeparation 17 .3, dated 510/1116, province Da-
mascus.

(102) P.LevidellaVidaMarriage 4, dated 421-426/1030-1035,
province unknown (Egypt); P.7ransmission 7 .3-4 recto,
dated 452/1060, province Uqlal; CPR XXVI 2 II .3, dated
639/1241, province unknown (Egypt); P.CairArab. Il 141
.12, dated 641/1245, province unknown (Egypt).
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(103) Adolf Grohmman, Einfiihrung und Chrestomathie zur Ara-
bischen Papyruskunde. 1 Einfiihrung, Statni Pedagogické
Nakladatelstvi, Praha, 1954, pp. 187-193.

(104) Michael Bates, Coins and money in the Arabic papyri, In:
Yusuf Ragib (ed.), Documents de I’lslam Médiéval . Nou-
velles Perspectives de Recherche : Actes de la Table Ronde,
Paris, 3-5 mars 1988, Cairo, 1991, pp. 62-63.

1@l Jld) S e a3 (V- 0)

Chrest.Khoury Il 11 .10, dated 185/800-801, province

Madinat al-Fayytum; Chrest.Khoury I 49 .9, dated 186/801—

802, province Madinat al-Fayytm; P.Fahmilaaqud 4 .16, dat-

ed 268/881, province Tutun; PAbbortMarriageContracts 2,

dated 378/989, province Aswan.
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