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The Temples of Palmyra: An Historical and Cultural Study
Prof. Azhar Hashem Sheet

The paper is concerned with the pagan temples in the town of Palmyra, which
was renowned for its important location on the trade route between Iraq and the
heart of the Syrian Desert. It is seen that paganism was the main religious belief
that prevailed in ancient Palmyra; Palmyrenes worshipped idols and constructed
temples for them that were administered by a priestly class. There were
organized rituals as well as religious festivals at certain times of the year. The
study begins with the successive kings of Palmyra as well as the most important
deities worshiped by the Palmyrenes, that numbered more than sixty. Attention
is then given to the most important temples in Palmyra, including descriptions of
their buildings, designs, and architectural decoration. The Palmyrenes were keen
to decorate their temples and embellish parts of them with reliefs. Finally, the
study turns to the most important religious rituals in the temples of Palmyra and
examples of Palmyrene tombs.
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ford, London, 1932.p. 123.
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XI, Cambridge, Paris, 1936, p. 803.
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