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Discourse Analysis in the Apostasy of Ubayd Allah b. Jahsh
Prof. Yasser Ahmed Nour

This article seeks to undertake discourse analysis in the apostasy of Ubayd
Allah b. Jahsh, while also elucidating the methodology that needs to be followed
when dealing with historical narratives in the biography of the Prophet Muham-
mad (pbuh) in general. However, usage of modern rules of criticism when dealing
with these accounts in order to eliminate weak and forged narratives, although car-
ried out with the best of intentions, leads to methodological problems that have a
negative effect on the historical structure of such narratives. This article, therefore,
takes up the topic of the apostasy of Ubayd Allah b. Jahsh and demonstrates that
he died a Christian. Attention is also given to studies carried out by some scholars
who have arrived at a different conclusion, namely that he died a Muslim and a
Companion of the Prophet (pbuh), a conclusion that goes against the consensus of
those specialized in the literature of the Prophet’s biography and history.
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