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Muhammad Pasha Abu Maraq’s Proposed Campaign Against the First
Saudi State (AH 1219-1220/ 1804-1805) in the Light of Ottoman Doc-
uments and Sources

Dr. Mohamed Abdelatty Ahmed

This article follows Ottoman efforts to out an end to the increasing influence
of the First Saudi State, a factor which caused it to fear its position. Initially, it
sought to achieve its aim through diplomatic means with the rulers of the First
Saudi state, but those proved to be unsuccessful. Consequently, the Ottomans
entrusted their governors in Syria and Iraq with the task of preparing campaigns
against the Saudi state, but these also did not succeed. Ultimately, the Ottomans
resorted to seeking the assistance of Muhammad Pasha Abu Maraq, a person
with military experience, in this task. However, because the Ottomans did not
realize his aspiration of being appointed governor of Syria, and also due to the
intrigues of some governors against him, including the governors of Aleppo and
Syria, Abu Maraq was slow to set out against the First Saudi State. In the end.
Muhammad Pasha Abu Maraq was executed by decapitation and his body was
displayed on one of the gates of Istanbul.
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