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The Ottoman State in defence for the Arabs:

Spain had occupied “Tripoli” from 916-1510 with an
over i ion in Europe, especially in Southern
Italy.

Charl V had even thought to invade Africa and penetrate
into the continent from North to South. With the Ottomans’
advance to the Balkans, the conflict between Islam and
Christianity had reached its climax.

North Africa had, thus, become the target of all those who
sought to impose their suzerainty over the Midetteranean Sea.

It was only the Ottoman State that had to confront the
European challanges at the time.

In fact, however, the Ottoman State had spared no effort
in restoring “Tripoli’. It had, also, shown fruitful results in
protecting the Islamic countries in Central Africa against the
precarious Crusades.

Itis relevant to refer,here, that the first Ottoman State was
largely built up on an Islamic basis.

By the end of Suleyman I reign, the Ottoman State
witnessed the peak of grandeur and expansion. Not to froget
that the Ottoman protraction had reached the Centre of the
European Continent.

It is interesting to note, too, that the period of weakness
and collapse began with the Ottomans’ divergence from the
Islamic ruling laws.

The Second Ottoman State had marked a fundamental
change of the Ottoman ruling system due to the internal troubles
from which the State began to suffer during Sultan Abdul
Majeed’s reign.

Europe, benefitting from these internal problems, began to
press upon the Sultan to issue sanctions discrepant with the
State’s main policy. eoo
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Significantly, the centre of power, then, had no longer
existed in Asia, it moved forward to Anatolia.
“Janissary’ Corps [New Force]:

This army was built up and organized as a new force “Yeni
Ceri’ under Orhan’s control.

It is not true that Christians were oppressively compulsed
to join the Janissary Corps.

In his book ‘History of the Ottoman Turks’ Creasy puts it
that Christians were never oppressed. They were only encour-
aged to convert to Islam. Most Christian families offered their
sons willingly in the hope of gaining official posts in the State.

As a true Islamic State, the Ottoman State had been
founded on three bases: the Sultan, the Ulema and the soldiers.

The most important feature of the Ottoman State was that
previleges were never allowed among the subjects of the State
i.e. all people were equal.

The ‘Ulema’ had acquired a special rank owing to the
nature of their religious, educational and juristic positions. The
“Mufti’, head of Ulema, was remarked as a very eminent figure,
second to the Sultan.

It is wrong to believe, then, that the Sultan’s power was not
limited. For, the nature of the Ottoman System considered the
Sultan no more than first among his subjects, governing
according to Islamic law.

Signs of decling

Some serious internal and external problems caused
disorder in the financial and economic system of the State. As
provincial revenues decreased, the coinage was debased reg-
ularly and the State became incapable of settling the slaries of
the army forces.

It is of great significance, then, to attach the historical
developments of the Ottoman provinces with the’ economic
conditions of the main capital of the State.
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Besides, both the Western lack of the Turkish language
and their hostile attitude towards Islam are basically responsi-
ble for the distortion of the Ottoman history.

Nevertheless, it is essential to note that some Western
historians have actually surveyed the Ottoman history in the
light of the nature of the Ottoman State without introducing the
distortions that prevailed in much of the Western view towards
the Ottomans.

Some Western historians, however, went so far to assume.
that the Ottoman existence in the Arab World had had its
imperialistic nature. Such an assumption is deliberately circu-
lated with the intention of distorting the history of the Ottoman
State. It was the Ottoman State that had spurred efforts in
defence for the Arabian peninsula against the Porteguese
invasion.

For, the difference lies not so much in religion as it does in
the European intervention of the social, economic and political
affairs of the Arab occupied lands that reeled under the
European influence.

It is clear that we adopt the term “State” instead of
“Empire”. The latter is generally associated with ‘imperialism’
either in ancient or recent times.

It is also, necessary to consider, here, the connotations of
the words: Turks’, ‘Ottoman Turks’ and ‘Ottomans’. The first is
related to the geographical entity, the second is connected with
a geo-historical aspect, while the third is only pertinent with
history. The latter means all those who were subjected to the
Ottoman State, regardless of their race, religion or language.

The change of ‘Bursa’ as the capital of the State with
‘Istanbul’ meant that the State had become ‘Anatolic, Balkanic’
or ‘Asiatic, European’.




Some Characteristics of the Ottoman
History and Civilization

A Study Prepared by Dr. Mohammad Abdul Lateef
Al-Bahrawi.

Abridged and translated by: Mr. Abdul Salam Abdul
Monei

The history of the Ottoman State has had its intrinsic
significance as a great Islamic phenomenon in modern
history. It stands as a long and wide experience manifested
through the Islamic conquests of the Ottomans into Europe. It
is, also, a unique experience of putting the Islamic juristic laws
into practice in modern times.

Even at the time of its weakness and collapse, Islam
supplied it with both force and cohesiveness.

It is preferable to concentrate, from the very beginning, on
the points pertinent with the major problems of the second
Ottoman period, with a special stress laid on the Turkish
connotations, since they help us conceive the Ottoman systems.

Therefore, the history of the Ottoman State must be
studied through the nature of the State itself as being composed
of some basic elements, one of which was the flood of human
immigrations from Central Asia. Moving towards the West was
a characteristic of most of the Ottoman conquests.

Historically speaking, since the decline of the Ottoman
State caused a wide open door penetration of the European
imperialism into the Arab World; together with an intellectual
invasion, it is evident that the Ottoman history has always been
discussed from the European perspective, through the light of
the European prejudice.
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