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The Role of Hijaz Cafes in Serving Pilgrims since its Emergence until
the Beginning of the 20™ Century

Dr. Reda Asaad Sharif

The spread of coffee drinking was accompanied by a spread of the cafes.
Through the cafes, pilgrims found a range of services such as coffee preparing,
water and food catering, protection from sun and cold, and resting during the
day and overnight. In addition, pilgrims' camels are cared for. These cafes have
spread in the main cities of Hijaz, whether coastal such as Jeddah, Yanbu and
others, or inland cities, chiefly Mecca and Medina, or at the crossroads linking
cities and near water wells. Despite the presence of relative differences between
urban cafes and their counterparts on the roads, they all provided great services
to pilgrims. The Hijaz cafes performed a set of commercial, residential, enter-
taining and cultural facilities at that time
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